
 

 

The Rt Hon Yvette Cooper MP 
Secretary of State for Foreign,  
Commonwealth and Development Affairs 
King Charles Street 
London 
SW1A 2AH 
United Kingdom 

Our Ref: BRA/AD/043 
25th September 2025 

Dear Foreign Secretary,   
  
We are writing with growing concern for the safety of the British citizens participating in the Global 

Sumud Flotilla aid mission to Gaza. 

 

Past aid missions have been intercepted by Israeli forces who illegally threatened, intimidated, 

unlawfully boarded the vessels, and detained the civilian crew. We are concerned that Israel is 

planning to treat this aid mission with similar hostility, putting the safety of British citizens at risk. 

 

We have already seen attempts to forcefully stop this aid mission, with vessels attacked by what are 

believed to be Israeli drones, causing a small blaze on two of the vessels. We are now seeing social 

media posts from the Israeli government suggesting the flotilla is being backed by Hamas. We are 

concerned that this may be laying the groundwork for future hostility and possible violence towards 

the flotilla. 

 

To be clear, the participants on the flotilla are journalists, healthcare professionals, aid workers and 

activists. They are not terrorists, nor do they pose a threat to Israel. 

 

The safety and security of British citizens must be the primary concern of our government. We believe 

that any actions that threaten this must be clearly condemned. In addition, the right and duty of civil 

society to engage in peaceful humanitarian non-violent initiatives must be defended.   

 

We are deeply concerned about the safety of those participating in the flotilla. We urge you to relay 

to your Israeli counterparts, in the strongest possible terms, that no harm must come to the flotilla or 

the British citizens on board. 

 
Yours sincerely,   
 

 
Bell Ribeiro-Addy MP   
Labour Member of Parliament for Clapham & Brixton Hill 
www.bellribeiroaddy.com   
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