HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SWI1A 0AA

Dear Lord Vallance, Lord Hanson and Baroness Hayman,

We are writing to you as the Ministers responsible for producing the Government’s
forthcoming strategy to support the development, validation and uptake of non-animal
methods.

We support the Government’s commitment to phasing out animal experiments. As well
as improving animal welfare, focusing on modern, human-specific methods will
accelerate medical breakthroughs and unlock the economic opportunities presented by
this growing global market. The non-animal alternatives testing market is expected to
grow at a Compound Annual Growth Rate of 12% to reach $4.08 billion in 2029.

Around the world, policymakers are taking bold steps to support the transition to
human-specific science. This includes the US FDA’s Roadmap that seeks to make
animal testing ‘the exception rather than the norm’ over the next 3-5 years in preclinical
safety testing, while the European Union has committed to a roadmap to phase out
chemical testing on animals. If we are to keep pace, and position Britain as a global
leader in human-specific life sciences, the forthcoming alternatives strategy must be
bold and transformative.

As well as measures to increase funding and practical support to enable scientists to
transition to non-animal methods, it should commit to:

1. Introduce Herbie’s Law to provide a clear timeline for the phase-out.
Recommended by Animal Free Research UK, Herbie’s Law would set a goal of
phasing out animal experiments in medical research over the next decade,
working closely with the scientific community to support them with the
transition.

2. As a first step, stop issuing licences for experiments using dogs and cats, as well
as non-human primates. It is crucial that these are replaced with non-animal
methods, not other species of animal, which would fail to address the scientific
and ethical problems.

3. Institute a thorough overhaul of the licensing of animal experiments to ensure
that basic legal requirements to use non-animal methods wherever possible are
being properly enforced.



Including these measures will ensure that the strategy has real impact in driving the
phase-out of animal experiments. As a nation of animal lovers, we must harness our
long-established scientific excellence to lead the transition to future-focused, human-
specific medical research, which will transform the lives of people around the world.

Yours sincerely,
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Irene Campbell MP (Labour)
Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on Phasing Out Animal Experiments in
Medical Research
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